A 
A 


\ ey 0 & ° ow A 
al Aaj al ele 22d! Jytel 


The fundamental principles of the Sunnah 


by Imam Ahmad rahimahullah 


Al-Ageedah 


ae 
. 


\ Usul As-Sunnah by Imam Ahmad 


Usiul As-Sunnah by Imam Ahmad 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 
2K GBI ad yp Mae og AT gg edi ede oh cally GET SG UN oy gcd Of 3 A AN ae Uf ple 
i sll oe 8 god usd gf he JG SUES 3 SAT gg Ou GT du Shall on, Gf Mae 3 8 Bs Le 

gis Be ios op utd os GAT Bi ce of dae JG cjthsll euu gy gis ls 256 pk, betel 
Abu ‘Abdullah Yahya ibn Abu Al-Hassan ibn Al-Banna narrated to us and said: My father 
Abt ‘Ali Al-Hasan ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Al-Banna informed us and said: Abu Al- 
Husayn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Bishran Al-Mu’addal informed us and 
said: ‘Uthman ibn Ahmad ibn As-Sammak informed and us and said: Abu Muhammad 
Al-Hasan ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab ibn Abu Al-‘Anbar narrated to us while reading it from his 
book, in the month of Rabi’ Al-Awwal in the year 293 (after hijrah), and said: Abu Ja’far 
Muhammad ibn Sulayman Al-Mingari Al-Basri Bitinnis who said: ‘Abdus ibn Malik A]- 


‘Attar narrated to me and said: I heard Abu ‘Abdullah Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn 
Hanbal (radiAllahu ‘anhu) say: 


Gite BEN Jal 
“The fundamental principles of Sunnah for us are: 
og Babyy Ge AI Jyt5 Cel ale Os Sco 


1. Adhering to that which the Companions of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa 


sallam) were upon. 
De gh toh, 485 egidi A 
2. And leaving innovations. And every innovation is misguidance. 
oli Gia! as gts lagalli A555 


3. And leaving (both) the disputes (with the people of desires) and sitting with the people 


of desires (i.e. innovation). 
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4, And leaving arguing, discussing and disputes in the religion. 
EB Jobs ET Oe SEdy 


5. And the Sunnah for us is the narrations from the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa 


sallam). 
COGS V5 cag OTA 5. Hg 
6. And the Sunnah explains the Quran, and it is the guidelines of the Quran. 
oBhl Asks BN 5 Gy estsbi Vy Sottly, SG de Doe Vy gig BEN goths 


7. And there is no giyds (analogy) in the Sunnah, nor are similitudes (or examples) put forth 
with it. Nor is it comprehended through the intellect nor the desires. Rather it is (solely) to 


be followed and leaving desires in it. 


Pa 
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And from the obligatory Sunnah, where the one who leaves one of them - by not 
accepting it and believing in it — then he is not from its people is: 
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8. The belief in the Qadar (Divine predestination), the good of it and the bad, and 

considering the ahadith regarding it to be true and believing in them. One does not say 


‘why’ and ‘how’. Verily (one only have to) consider it to be true and believe in it. And 


whoever does not know the interpretation of the hadith and his intellect does not make 
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him understand it, then that is enough for him and it (i.e. the hadith) has been perfected for 
him. Then (i.e. in this case) it is obligatory to believe in it and submit to it. Such as the 
hadith of “As-Sadiq Al-Masdiuq”, and what is similar to it regarding the Qadar. And like all 
of the ahadith regarding the Ruyah (seeing Allah), even if the hearings disagree with it and 
the one who listens feels an aversion to it, then it is verily upon him to believe in it and not 
to reject even a letter from it, or from others than these among the ahadith which has been 


narrated from the trustworthy. 


9. And that he does not dispute with anyone nor debate with him, and that he does not 
learn the arguing. Because verily speaking about the Qadar, the Ruyah, and the Quran! and 
other than these among the Sunan are hated and forbidden. And the one who does this, 
even if he agrees in his words with the Sunnah, is not from Ahlu-Sunnah until he leaves the 


arguing and he submits and believes in the narrations. 
48% 4 3° oj. 88 : of a eZee gs far jy te fF tua a og fan oe 4 ae ATA 
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10. And the Quran is the Words of Allah, and it is not created. And he should not be too 
weak to say: ‘It is not created’. Because verily the Words of Allah are not separated from 


Him, and nothing from Him is created. 


igs Al aie 5 Gly a lds 3. genes wil V SUS cad dg 305 cophs LAL JG 305 cad GORT 30 Hbly Aes 
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11. And beware of debating the one who innovates in this issue. And whoever says al- 
lafdh? or something else than this, or he stops regarding it, so he says: ‘I don’t know 
whether it is created or not created, but it is verily the Words of Allah’, then he is an 
innovator, just like the one who says: ‘It is created’. Verily it is the Words of Allah, and not 


created. 
(cite Sul 3s Se coil 22 coy} ES ata ays WEL Sees 


12. And the belief in the Ruyah (i.e. seeing Allah) on the Day of Resurrection, just as this 
has been narrated from the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) in the correct ahadith. 


1 This means that a person does not stop and be satisfied with the correct narrations regarding these 
principles, but rather starts asking how and why, or starts describing or defining something which has not 
been mentioned in the Quran or Sunnah, or makes up new statements in the religion. 

2 Al-Lafdhiyyah are those who say: ‘My pronunciation of the Quran is created’. 
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13. And that the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) verily saw his Lord. Because verily 
has this been correctly reported from the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam). 
Qatadah narrated it, from ‘Ikrimah, from Ibn ‘Abbas. And Al-Hakam ibn Aban narrated it 
from ‘Ikrimah, from Ibn ‘Abbas. And ‘Afi ibn Zayd narrated it, from Yusuf ibn Mihran, 
from Ibn ‘Abbas. And the hadith for us is in accordance with its apparent meaning, just as 
it has been narrated from the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam). And speaking about that 
is bid’ah. Rather we believe in it, just as it has been narrated according to its apparent 


meaning and we do not debate anyone regarding it. 

cay Stayly NT ste US stall Jaki Sielg a ks cue by 8 satel py Leal Gg te GS mata 6 Oly, SEY 
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14. And the belief in the Mizan (scale) on the Day of Resurrection just as this has been 

narrated. The slave is weighed on the Day of Resurrection and he will not weigh (even the 

weight of) the wing of a fly. And the deeds of the slaves are weighed just as it has been 


narrated. And believing in this and confirming it. And turning away from those who reject 


this, and leaving the dispute with him. 
4g Gualaitly «, Steily Duds Aig SEs ool satel 65s Stal AS a Sy 


15. And that Allah will speak with the slaves on the Day of Resurrection, and there will be 
no interpreter between them and Him. And the belief in this and considering it to be true. 


Us Lb aS gf shad gl 2S Sus alg he age A ale 35 aataall oy Lys ES gtd Sesh Ses 
35 By IBM y Lhe 

16. And the belief in the Hawd (Basin), and that the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa 

sallam) will have a Hawd on the Day of Resurrection which his Ummah will come to. Its 

width is like is length; the travel of one month. Its vessels are like the amount of stars in 

the heaven according to what is correctly narrated in the reports, from several angles. 
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17. And the belief in the punishment of the grave. And that this Ummah will be tested in 
their graves, and it will be asked about Al-Iman and Al-Islam, and who is his Lord? And 
who is his Prophet? And Munkar and Nakir will come to him, however Allah — jalla 
jalaluhu — wants it and how He wishes. And the belief in this and considering it to be true. 


AM g te USI Sy Je ASS pg AR ASS Wily ISB) UG es WU Gs OS oss « GE ot LE, OEY 
18. And the belief in the intercession of the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam), and (the 
belief in) that some people will exit Hellfire after they have burned and become coals. 
Then it will be ordered that they should be brought to a river in front of the door to 


Paradise, just as it has been narrated in the narration, however Allah wills and just as He 


wills. It is verily (upon a person) to consider it to be true and believe in it. 
EAS OS Ob Stes a3 Lele EET grate OSG Be JEL gall Of bees 


19. And the belief in that Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal will emerge, and that between his eyes kafir 
is written, and (the belief in) the ahadith which has been narrated regarding him. And the 
belief that this will happen (in reality). 


Boy das Ss ples ale oe A oe 
20. And that ‘Isa ibn Maryam (alayhi as-salam) will descend and kill him at Bab Ludd. 
" 5S Aaa a 5 be 5" WE gins by CayAl basi . : gl Gg se LS Jaatgs J Lg (heey 3s Ses 


21. And that Iman is in speech and deeds. It increases and decreases, just as it has been 
narrated in the report: “The believers with the most complete Iman, are those who have 


the best manner.” And: “The one who leaves the prayer he has verily committed kufr.” 
ALS aA a1 385 AS 545 US oa SNE Wy 25-2557 Seb SUEY 3 edly 


22. And there is nothing from the deeds where leaving it is kufr, except the prayer. 
Whoever leaves it, then he is kafir, and Allah has allowed killing him.* 


3 This is a matter which is in the hands of the Islamic authority who must establish witnesses to confirm this 
and the person must be judged by en Islamic judge. It is not allowed for the ordinary person to execute the 
punishments of Shari’ah on his own. 


{AcnneepAH Bias Usiil As-Sunnah by Imam Ahmad 


gos 


AN S525 Gath agals ES aN iho aad Sule th bu 2 LA 2 pak 2 atest XS of gs es BY ots 2255 

US 3 yale 1 Se 
23. And the best of this Ummah after its Prophet is Abu Bakr As-Siddiq, then ‘Umar ibn 
Al-Khattab, then ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan. We give these three precedence, just as the 


Companions of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) have given them 
precedence, and they did not disagree regarding this. 


$< 4g 
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24. Then after these three, the five companions of the shira (consultation): ‘Ali ibn Abi 
Talib, Talhah, Az-Zubayr, ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn ‘Awf and Sa’d (ibn Abi Waqqas). All of 


them are suitable for the Khilafah, and all of them are an Imam. 
"ESL 6 OLE F Fab 6 SG gil Oyfalgt Blacoly Le Se al Iytgg AUS" eb Hl Guts AJ EUS Gg Cty 


25. And this is based upon the hadith of Ibn ‘Umar (who said): “We used to consider (as the 
best), when the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) was alive and his Companions 


were great in numbers, Abu Bakr, then ‘Umar, then ‘Uthman, and then we would remain silent.” 


Biles Bahl AS de aS I Joby Stal be al SW BF ule 8 UB Sip GAT wk YF 

WG Ye 
26. Then after the companions of the shiira comes the people of Badr from the Muhajirun. 
Then the people of Badr from the Ansar from the Companions of the Messenger of Allah 


(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) according to the hijrah and coming first, the earlier the better 
(i.e. higher status). 
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27. Then the best people after these Companions of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu 


alayhi wa sallam) are the generation which he was sent amongst. And whoever 


accompanied him for a year, or a month, or a day, or an hour, or he saw him, then he is 
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from his Companions. He has the companionship in accordance with how much he 
accompanies him. And his precedence is with him, and he heard from him, and he looked 
at him with his look. So those who are closer (to him) in companionship are better than the 
generation who did not see him. And even if they should meet Allah with all the deeds, 
then those who accompanied the Prophet (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) and saw him, and 
heard from him, and those who saw him with their own eyes and believed in him even for 
only an hour, are better due to their companionship than the tabi’iin, even if they 
performed all the deeds of goodness. 


Jeo SS BEL pelle 35 cu Iybyg cole GO Rely BSL dy 35 Cottle oly a ey Gat 
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28. And listening to and obeying the aimmah (leaders), and the Amir Al-Muminin (Leader 
of the believers); both the righteous and the sinner, and whoever is given the Khilafah, and 
the people are united behind him and they are pleased with him. And also (listening to 


and obeying) the one who fights against the people until he becomes the Khalifah and he is 
called Amir Al-Muminin. 


ABY pithy 3h andl og Sy a we ts 338 


29. And the participating in battles with the Amir is continuous until the Day of 


Resurrection, whether he is righteous or a sinner, and it is not forsaken. 
egeje Vo cpgele sabi Of as gud als aS5i AL) agdD Sati) segil taaty 


30. And paying the zakah to them is valid and applicable. Whoever pays it to them, then it 


will be valid for him, whether he (i.e. the leader) is righteous or a sinner. 
Nalb f OW e SBT ae) ess Bs BiG He ae) SE Aall £55 


31. And dividing the portion of the spoils (according to the Quran and Sunnah) and 
establishing the punishments for the leaders is continuous, and it is not allowed for 


anyone to challenge them or to disagree with them. 
bai ie I gS a WE GO AG byte 54s Astet gs oh LEG Say Spe Ny gs Cals tile adi Ssley 
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32. And the Jumu’ah prayer behind him (i.e. the Amir) and behind those whom he has put 
in authority, is valid, lasting and complete; the two rak’ah. Whoever repeats them then he 
is an innovator and has left the athar (narrations), he is opposing the Sunnah, and he will 
not have any of the benefit of the Jumu’ah; if he does not consider the prayer (valid) behind 


the leaders, both the righteous of them and the sinners. 


So the Sunnah is: That he prays two rak’ah with them, and he believes that they are 
completely valid and there should not be any doubt in his heart regarding this. 
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33. And whoever rebels against a leader among the leaders of the Muslim, while the 
people have united behind him and they have acknowledged the Khilafah for him - no 
matter in what way, either being pleased with him or by force — then this rebel has divided 
the unity of the Muslims, and he has opposed the narrations from the Messenger of Allah 
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam). So if the one who rebels against him (i.e. the leader) dies, then 
he dies the death of jahiliyyah. 


sSujally BES Gb le Bath hb US ad 8 I te eS ale ey Vy OLE Jus 44 YS 


34. And it is not allowed for anyone among the people to fight against the leader, nor to 
rebel against him. So whoever does this, then he is an innovator who is not upon the 
Sunnah and the (straight) path. 
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35. And fighting against thieves and the khawarij is permitted, if they present themselves to 
a man (to take) his life or his wealth. Then it is allowed for him to fight for his life and his 
wealth, and defend it with everything which he is capable of. And it is not allowed for him 
if they abandon him or leave him, that he should seek them, nor (is it allowed for him to) 
follow their trails. This is not allowed for anyone except the Imam or the leaders of the 
Muslims. It is verily allowed for him to defend himself in that place where he is, and that 


ae 
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he has the intention in his efforts not to kill anyone. Then if he (i.e. the thief or the kharijz) 
dies upon his hands in his defense of himself in the encounter, then Allah has sent the 
killed one far away. And if he is killed in this situation while he is defending himself and 
his wealth, then I hope he has the shahadah. Just as this has been narrated in the ahadith and 
all of the narrations regarding this. He is verily ordered to fight him, but not ordered to 
kill him, nor to follow him. Nor should he hurry to kill him if he is knocked down or he is 
wounded. And if he takes him as a prisoner, then it is not allowed for him to kill him, nor 
to establish the punishment upon him. Rather he should refer his affairs to the one whom 


Allah has put in authority, who then should judge him. 
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36. And we do not testify for anyone from Ahlul-Qiblah — due to a deed which he has 
performed — (the he will enter) Paradise nor Hellfire. We hope (for good) for the righteous 


and we fear for him, and we fear for the wrongdoing sinner and we hope for the Mercy of 
Allah for him. 
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37. And whoever meets Allah with a sin which necessitates for him (that he enters) 
Hellfire, (and) he has repented from it and not insisted (i.e. continued) on it, then Allah 
will forgive him. And He accepts the repentance of His slaves and He pardons the bad 
deeds. 


BE MN dots 35 Al g cle UF AGUS 545 SAN G EAN ONS Js athe cal Sig gal 35 


38. And whoever meets Him and the punishment for that sin has been established upon 
him in dunya, then that is its expiation. Just as this has been narrated in the report from the 
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam). 
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39. And whoever meets Him while insisting and not having repented from the sins by 
which the punishment is deserved, then his affairs are with Allah. If He wants to He 
punishes him, and if He wants to He forgives him. 


A ils fy tle BO shy tl bs 
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40. And whoever meets Him as a disbeliever then He will punish him and He will not 


forgive him. 
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41. And the one who commits zina — while he is married — deserves to be stoned (to death) 
if he acknowledges it, or the evidence is produced against him. And verily did the 
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) stone (people to death), and verily did the 
rightly guided leaders stone (people to death). 
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42. And whoever criticizes anyone from the Companions of the Messenger of Allah 
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) or hates him due to something which occurred from him, or he 
mentions his faults then he is an innovator, until he asks for mercy for all of them and his 


heart has no ill feeling towards them. 
iis 47 a oe {2 142 Ee wee Wwe eg eee Cea cot cso, 47 4S OE tw La te, 
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43. And nifag (hypocrisy) is: kufr. (This is) that he commits kufr to Allah and worships 
others than him and (at the same time) shows Islam publicly, just like the hypocrites 
which existed in the time of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam). 
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44, And his (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) words: “Three (characteristics), whoever possesses 
them then he is a hypocrite.” This is being harsh (in expression). We narrate this as it has 
been narrated, and we do not interpret it. And (similar are) his (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam) 
words: “Do not return after me to being misguided disbelievers, where you strike the necks 
of one another.” And just like: “If two Muslims meet with their swords (to fight each 
other), then the killer and the killed one are in Hellfire.” And like (his words): “Cursing a 
Muslim is a sin and killing him is kufr.” And like: “Whoever says to his brother: ‘O you 
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disbeliever’, then it verily returns to one of them.” And like: “It is kufr to Allah to 
disassociate from (ones) kinship, even if it insignificant (i.e. remote).” And similar to these 
ahadith among that which is correct and has been memorized (by trustworthy narrators). 
Verily we submit to them, even if we don’t know their interpretation, and we do not speak 
about them, nor do we debate regarding them, nor do we interpret these ahadith except as 
how they were narrated. And we do not answer it back except with something which is 


more correct than it. 
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45. And Paradise and Hellfire are two creations which have already been created. Just as 
this has been narrated from the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam): “I entered 
into Paradise and I saw a castle.” And: “I saw Al-Kawthar.” And: “I looked upon 
Paradise and I saw that most of its inhabitants were such (and such). And I looked upon 
Hellfire and I saw such and such.” So whoever claims that they have not been created, 
then he is rejecting the Quran and the ahadith of the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu alayhi 
wa sallam), and I don’t consider him to be believing in Paradise and Hellfire. 
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46. And whoever dies from the Ahlul-Qiblah as a muwahhid then he is prayed upon, and 
forgiveness is asked for him and asking for forgiveness for him is not forsaken. Nor is the 
prayer upon him left due to a sin which he committed, whether it is small or big. His 
affairs are with Allah the Exalted.” 
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The end of the risalah. And all praise is due to Allah alone, and may His peace and 
abundant blessings be upon Muhammad and his family. 


12 


